
Name:  Ariana Beste Position Title:  Research Scientist 
Joint Institute for Computational Sciences (865) 241-3160 
University of Tennessee (865) 241-4811 FAX
1 Bethel Valley Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37831-6211 bestea@ornl.gov

Education:
University of Florida, Gainesville Ph.D. 2004 Chemistry
Philipps-Universität, Marburg, Germany, M.S. 1999 Chemistry
Philipps-Universität, Marburg, Germany, A.S. 1999 Computer Science

Professional Experience: 
2007-present Research Scientist, Joint Institute for Computational Sciences, University of 

Tennessee, TN
2009 Visiting Scientist, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, 

Australia 
2004 – 2007 Postdoctoral Fellow, Computer Science and Mathematics Division, Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory, TN
1999 Visiting Scientist, Universidad de Barcelona, Spain

Professional Activities, Honors, and Awards:
2016 Reviewer for ACS Petroleum Research Fund
2015 – present PI of NERSC allocation for computational catalysis
2015 – present   PI of CNMS project: Computational study of water interactions with ceria nanocubes 
2015 – present   PI of discretionary allocation on computational resources of the Oak Ridge Leadership 

Computing Facility
2013, 2014 Reviewer for director's discretionary allocation proposals at the Oak Ridge Leadership 

Computing Facility
2013 Reviewer for Laboratory Directed Research and Development funds at ORNL
2012 PI  of  CNMS project:  The  role  of  oxygen-carbon phenyl  migration  in  the  pyrolysis  

mechanism of phenethyl phenyl ether (PPE) and α-hydroxy PPE
2011 Certificate of Appreciation  for valuable contributions in the peer review of manuscripts 

submitted to ACS journals
2011 NSF proposal reviewer
2010 – 2012 PI of ASCR/BES project: Prediction of thermodynamic and kinetic properties for lignin 

model compounds
2010 Richard A. Glenn Award
2009 Committee Chair awarding travel grants: Summer School in Biophysics at ORNL
2008 – present PI of discretionary allocation on computational resources of the National Institute for  

Computational Sciences 
2004 – present Reviewer for ACS and Elsevier journals
2004 Dow Research Award
1999 – 2002 Grinter fellowship
1999 European fellowship from CESCA/CEPBA supercomputer centers
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Collaborators:
Thomas J. Elder (Auburn), Álvaro Vázquez Mayagoitia (ANL), J. Vincent Ortiz (Auburn)

Graduate and Postdoctoral Advisors:
Gernot Frenking (Philipps-Universität, retired), Rodney J. Bartlett (University of Gainesville), Robert J.
Harrison (Stony Brook)

Total Postdoctoral Scholars Advised: 2


