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Technology Summary

Highly porous carbon materials or activated carbons have shown great promise for a broad range of applications.
Current methods for development of porosity in carbons include selection of suitable natural precursor materials and
treatment with porogenic agents before carbonization. The present invention disclosed herein comprises a method of
chemically modifying of lignin precursors in order to control accessible and inner surface area and pore size
distribution in the final carbonaceous material (lignin carbon fibers, pyrolytic carbons, etc.). The new method results
in an increase in nano and microscale porosity and a decrease in crystallinity in the final carbon product.
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