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Note: The technology described above is an early stage opportunity. Licensing rights to this intellectual property may 
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Technology Summary

Online patient communities have been expanding at an impressive rate with millions of active participants from all 
age groups. Recent studies on researching and analyzing social media contents for health-related applications show 
that this uprising cyber-trend leads to valuable knowledge, traditionally acquired with scientific methods such as 
observational epidemiological studies. This new mode for information acquisition is particularly advantageous for 
studies requiring long period of data curation. We propose to leverage the power of online contents, including user-
generated contents on social network sites, to tackle NCI's second provocative question on complex migration 
patterns and their effect on environmental cancer risk. We hypothesize that the rich amount of personal information 
shared openly among cancer patients and cancer-free people. 
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