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CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, January 17, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Welcome 2019 UEC! (brief introductions)  


 
2018 User Satisfaction Survey Report (Eric)  


• No additional comments received 
2019 User Meeting:  August 12-14, 2019 (Brad)  


• Save the date and plan on attending!! 
• Workshops will be held Aug. 12 and 14; User Meeting will be on Aug 13 (Tues) 
• Subcommittee: Zach Hood, Josh Agar, Shengxi Huang 
• Suggestions for topics? 


o Quantum Materials 
o Applied AI 
o Energy Conversion and Storage 
o Send Rafael other topics to consider as well as possible invited speakers (name, affiliation, topic area) 


• Brad will set up Dropbox folder 
CNMS User Charter (Brad) distributed prior to meeting 


• Review and send any comments to Brad 
ORNL Physics Dorms (Brad) distributed prior to meeting 


• Review and send any comments to Brad 
On-line Proposal System (Brad)  


• Overview of progress; screenshots of the system were shared 
Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – 4 entries  
 
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) 


• Adam Rondinone (CNMS) has been selected to serve as Chairman and will be invited in the future to 
discuss what’s new for the organization 


Overview of upcoming Triennial Review and expected UEC role (Brad) 
• May 22-24, 2019 
• Volunteers needed to participate in “Working Lunch– Discussions with User Executive Committee” 
• Would like for 3-4 members to participate On-Site; there will also be an opportunity for Remote 


participation (phone/BlueJeans) 
• Inform Brad if you can participate (On-Site or Remote) 
• Other roles to be discussed at next meeting 


Topics to continue in 2019 
• Executive Proposal Review Committee will be created based on members within the Proposal Review 


Committee 
 
Adjourned 12:45p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  February 21, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, February 21, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Sean Hearne, Bobby Sumpter, Adam Rondinone 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Introduction of the new CNMS Director - Welcome Sean Hearne!  


 
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) 
Adam Rondinone (CNMS) has been selected to serve as Chairman and updated us on what’s new for the 
organization 


• The website is under revision.  The goal is to have a more dynamic site that includes information from 
User Facilities (Calls and User Meeting announcements; research highlights, etc.) updated by the 
individual facilities 


• In the process of drafting a 5-year Strategic Plan 
• Planning for the annual meeting is underway 


o Date for the meeting has not been determined yet 
o Josh Agar would be interested in attending on behalf of the UEC 


• Exploring ways to reach out to new users 
Upcoming Triennial Review (Brad) 


• May 22-24, 2019 
• Matt McDowell and Zach Hood will participate on-site; Rafael Verduzco and Josh Kacher may be 


available to participate via BlueJeans 
• Theme documents will be available soon for review 


2019 User Meeting:  August 12-14, 2019 (Rafael)  Save the date and plan on attending!! 
• Workshops will be held Aug. 12 and 14; User Meeting will be on Aug. 13 (Tues) 


o Meeting format/structure will be the same as last year’s 
• Check your access to the dropbox folder; let Rafael or Brad know if you cannot access 
• Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Zach Hood, Josh Agar, Shengxi Huang, Matt McDowell, Eric Formo 
• Suggested topics are: 


o Quantum Materials 
o Applied AI 
o Energy Conversion and Storage 
o Send Rafael other topics to consider as well as possible invited speakers (name, affiliation, topic area) 


• Rafael will schedule subcommittee meeting dates soon 
• Brad will poll staff for workshop interests after UM topics are finalized 


On-line Proposal System (Brad)  
• Continuing to progress; Call will open mid-March 


Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
 
 
Adjourned 12:50p Eastern Time 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  March 21, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, March 21, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Sean Hearne, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
On-line Proposal System (Brad)  


• Continuing to progress; Call opened March 13 with a deadline of May 1 
• On-line system not yet ready; we will test the system with Rapid Access and ready it for the Fall cycle 
• We plan to invite some additional reviewers for the Proposal Review Committee 


2019 User Meeting:  August 12-14, 2019 (Rafael)  Save the date and plan on attending!! 
Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Zach Hood, Josh Agar, Shengxi Huang, Matt McDowell, Eric Formo 


• Workshops will be held Aug. 12 and 14; User Meeting will be on Aug. 13 (Tues) 
• Speaker status: invitations have been sent; replies pending – if not received will move to next choice 


Send Rafael speaker suggestions based on topics below (name, affiliation, topic area) 
• Suggested topics are: 


o Quantum Materials 
o Applied AI 
o Energy Conversion and Storage 


• Topics to be finalized with descriptions for the website after the next subcommittee meeting-Rafael  
o Brad will poll staff for workshop interests after UM topics are finalized 


• Sean suggested including a short course on proposal preparation in a ‘Lunch and Learn’ setting 
o Consider broadcasting it as well for posting on the website  


UEC Member Roles (Brad) file distributed earlier for review – also posted in Dropbox 
• This information will be presented to the reviewers 
• Contact Brad if you have any questions 


Upcoming Triennial Review  
• Travel itineraries (for UEC attending members) are in the system; processing has been slow at ORNL 


Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
New Business (Rafael) – nothing new to report 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:30p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  April 18, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, April 18, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Sean Hearne, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
On-line Proposal System (Brad)  


• We are now beta testing the system 
 
Proposal Call 2019B: Deadline is Wednesday, May 1st  
 
2019 User Meeting:  August 12-14, 2019 (Rafael)  Save the date and plan on attending!! 
Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Zach Hood, Josh Agar, Shengxi Huang, Matt McDowell, Eric Formo 


• Workshops will be held Aug. 12 and 14; User Meeting will be on Aug. 13 (Tues) 
• Speaker status: 1 plenary speaker confirmed and 1 reply pending; 3 invited speakers confirmed 
• Suggested topics are: (*send topic descriptions to Rafael) 


o Quantum Materials - *Shengxi 
o Applied AI - *Josh 
o Energy Storage and Conversion  


• ‘Lunch and Learn’ session is moving forward and will be part of the meeting agenda on Tuesday; may 
also include an additional talk Monday evening 


• User talk involving both CNMS and SNS facilities has been requested 
 
Upcoming Triennial Review  


• Travel itineraries (for UEC attending members) are in the system and should be complete now 
• Lunch call-in meeting with the UEC is scheduled for Wednesday, May 22, at 12:00p   


Mark your Calendar if you can participate! 
 
Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
 
New Business (Rafael) – nothing new to report 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:20p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  May 16, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, May 16, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Sean Hearne, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
On-line Proposal System (Brad)  


• We are still beta testing the system.  Comments have been positive.   
 
Proposal Call 2019B: We received 166 proposals.  Reviewers received the proposals yesterday, deadline to 
return  
 
2019 User Meeting:  August 12-14, 2019 (Rafael)  Save the date and plan on attending!! 
Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Zach Hood, Josh Agar, Shengxi Huang, Matt McDowell, Eric Formo 


• Workshops will be held Aug. 12 and 14; User Meeting will be on Aug. 13 (Tues) 
• Speaker status: 1 plenary speaker confirmed and 1 reply pending; 3 invited speakers confirmed 
• Suggested topics are 


o Quantum Materials  
o Applied Machine Learning  
o Energy Storage and Conversion  


• ‘Lunch and Learn’ session will be part of the meeting agenda on Tuesday; additional talks are planned for 
Monday 


 
Upcoming Triennial Review  


• Travel itineraries (for UEC attending members) are complete and agenda has been distributed 
• Reminder: Lunch call-in meeting with the UEC is scheduled for Wednesday, May 22, at 12:00p   


Mark your Calendar if you can participate! 
 
Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
 
New Business (Rafael) – nothing new to report 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:15p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  June 13, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, July 18, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Sean Hearne, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Workshop Update (Brad) Latest registration numbers discussed 


• Understanding Electronic Behaviors in Quantum Materials:  Monday, August 12 
• Bruker’s Latest Advances in AFM and nanoIR: Monday, August 12 
• Machine Learning in Materials Science: An Introduction through Python:  Wednesday, August 14 
• Neutron Tutorial: Wednesday, August 14 


 
Invited Talks 


• Invited Talks – schedule will be reviewed to change timeslots to allow for maximum attendance 
o Brad and Rafael will discuss further 


 
Session Chairs 


• Rafael will meet with/contact the subcommittee to assign session chairs 
 
Poster Session (Brad) 


• Location will be in the SNS lobby both upstairs and downstairs window area 
• Judges: Rafael, Eric, Zach, Josh, Saban 


 
Townhall Breakfast (Brad) 


• 8-9a Tuesday, August 13 
• Come up with a question list; discussion topics 
• Have questionnaires at the tables  
• Send an email to attendees before the meeting to encourage participation and to bring questions/concerns; 


thoughts/ideas to discuss 
• Rafael will make introductions at the breakfast  


 
Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:50p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  TBD, September 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, October 17, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Tracy Whitaker, Sean Hearne, Karren More, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
CNMS Update (Brad) 


• Organizational Changes effective November 1, 2019 
o Sean Hearne will become the director of the Materials Science and Technology Division (MSTD) 
o Karren More will become the director of the CNMS 


• User Program Assistant 
o Tracy Whitaker will begin assisting Brad and Sandy with the User Program; primarily with the on-line 


meetings; being an organizing force for the User Meeting; and production of a User Newsletter 
o Tracy is also the Administrative Assistant for the Functional Hybrid Nanomaterials Group 


• BES Facilities Questionnaire is due today.  Sandy will distribute to Rafael and Zach for review and 
planning for the year-end report 


• Proposal Call 
o Deadline was Wednesday, October 16 
o We received 156 proposal via the new on-line proposal system 
o Comments have been positive! 
o We have been using the system for Rapid Access submissions prior to the open Call 


• On-line Proposal System 
o We have requested additional funds for FY20 to enhance/add functionality 
o Items on the list include a reporting module and a more refined automated reviewer selection 


UEC Election Update (Brad) 
• Current status of election discussed; election closes October 30th 


o Open positions: Vice Chair; Secretary; Industrial Liaison; 2 At-Large members 
2020 User Meeting 


• Discussion of 2019 meeting structure: Options for more engaging meeting 
o Change of venue options for 2020: Conduct meeting away from CNMS 
 Hold meeting at the Conference Center on the main campus 
 Move to the JIAM at the University of Tennessee 


• Check cost and tour facility (Brad) 
• Rooms will need to be reserved early 


 Second day sessions could be organized by staff; workshops are also an option 
 Vendor sponsorship discussed: Brad/Sandy will explore the process with the Conference Office 


o Move the Townhall meeting to lunch; the UEC meeting could be held at breakfast 
• Subcommittee for 2020: Rafael Verduzco, Josh Agar, Matt McDowell, Zach Hood, Brad Lokitz  


o Newly elected UEC members and CNMS staff members will have the opportunity to participate on the 
subcommittee 


Suggestion box – nothing new to report 
 
 







New Business 
• User Newsletter will be started back on a quarterly basis 


o Be thinking about the structure – what would users be interested in receiving? 
 Such as equipment/capability updates; incoming equipment; highlights of staff and users 
 1-2 pages with links to CNMS site for more information on topics 


o Subcommittee:  Rafael Verduzco, Matt McDowell, Zach Hood, Brad Lokitz 
• Physics Dorm was closed on October 1st  
• Information for long-term users needed on website; recommend using their own car or renting a car  


 
Adjourned 12:45p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  November 21, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, November 21, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Vice-Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Shengxi Huang (Penn State); Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia 
Tech); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Tracy Whitaker, Karren More, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
CNMS User Satisfaction Survey (Rafael) – draft response distributed earlier 


• Majority of responders were satisfied or very satisfied 
• A few issues with instruments were noted: 


o What is the follow-up regarding instrument status (availability; working)? Brad will discuss with staff 
o How can we let users know about new capabilities? 
 Webinar; advertise on website; email to CNMSUG; road show presentations/live broadcast 
 Brad will send a link to view a ‘road show’ for ideas and discuss possibilities with staff 


2020 UEC Election Update (Rafael) 
• Election closed October 30th 


o Matt McDowell will be Chair; Joshua Agar was elected Vice Chair; Zach Hood was elected Secretary 
o At-Large members elect: Veronica Augustyn (North Carolina State U.), Kelsey B. Hatzell (Vanderbilt 


U.), and Christopher B. Jacobs (B/S/H Home Appliances) serving as Industrial Liaison 
SSURF/MRS Meeting (Brad) 


• Meeting was held at College Park, Maryland, November 12-13 
• Topics included issues user facilities face such as outreach strategies, pain points for user facilities, user 


issues such as affordable housing and local transportation 
• SSURF is sponsoring User Facility Row at the MRS meeting, December 1-6, Boston Massachusetts 


o Will highlight the wide variety of user access models and capability offerings available to the research 
community 


o User Facility Booth also available to showcase facilities and services 
2020 User Meeting 


• Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Josh Agar, Matt McDowell, Zach Hood, Brad Lokitz, Shengxi Huang 
o Newly elected UEC members and CNMS staff members will have the opportunity to participate on the 


subcommittee 
• Preferred dates: July 29-30 or August 10-11 
• Send Rafael topic ideas! 


 
Suggestion box – one item was entered and discussed 
 
New Business – nothing to report 
 
Adjourned 12:50p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  December 19, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, December 19, 2019 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech) 
Vice-Chair – Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Veronica Augustyn (North Carolina State U.), Kelsey Hatzell (Vanderbilt U.), Shengxi Huang (Penn State); 
Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin); Josh Kacher (Georgia Tech); Peter Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Tracy Whitaker, Karren More, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Christopher Jacobs (B/S/H Home Appliances)                                                                                                                                
 


 
Welcome to New Members! (brief introductions)  
Vice Chair:  Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.) 
Members At-Large: Veronica Augustyn (North Carolina State U.), Kelsey Hatzell (Vanderbilt U.), and 


Christopher Jacobs (B/S/H Home Appliances)  
 
2020 User Meeting:  August 11-12, 2020 Hold the dates! 


• Subcommittee: Rafael Verduzco, Josh Agar, Matt McDowell, Zach Hood, Brad Lokitz, Shengxi Huang 
Newly elected UEC members and CNMS staff members will have the opportunity to participate on the 
subcommittee.  Let Matt know if you wish to be on the subcommittee 


• Meeting will cover 2 days: first day will focus on single session (keynote speakers); second day will 
consist of multiple tracks to include abstract talks and user talks 


• Venue is pending.  We are exploring use of the Pollard Auditorium, which is behind the DoubleTree in 
Oak Ridge 


• Registration fee will be $50 and a reduced rate of $25 for students/postdocs 
• List of plenary speakers are being collected in a shared folder (url has been sent to committee members) 
• ORNL Research Library and the Office of Research Excellence have offered to host a session/panel 


discussion regarding scientific publishing.  Also participating would be an editor from a publisher that 
represents journals that users and staff publish with 


 
CNMS UEC and Neutron SHUG 


• A suggestion has been made to have members of both committees work together to identify common 
issues that CNMS, HFIR, and SNS users experience.  Matt will contact the SHUG Chair to gauge interest.  
Some common issues were affordable housing, transportation, food options onsite 


 
2020 UEC Meeting Dates 


• Plan is to continue with the 3rd Thursday of the month, 12-1pm EST.  Please contact Matt if you have a 
conflict with this schedule.  Outlook calendar invites will be sent when dates are confirmed 


• User Meeting subcommittee dates will be scheduled soon 
 
2020A Proposal Call 


• Notifications were distributed on December 17th.  This was our first time using the online proposal 
submission system.  The system was created in response to the goal the 2016 UEC set for CNMS (to 
develop and implement an online proposal submission system).  154 proposals were submitted; 2 were 
not feasible; 127 were approved.  More functionality will be added in the future. 


 
Webinars – Agenda item in January on how to implement 
 







 
Suggestion box – No items this month 
 
Adjourned 12:35p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  January 16, 2020, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 





