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CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, January 11, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (Georgia Tech) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-17, 2018 (Eric) 


• Save the date and plan on attending!   
o Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
o Subcommittee: Eric, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael, Joshua 
o Poll for Subcommittee meeting dates: Sandy 


• Plenary speakers 
o Send suggestions to Eric (name, affiliation, topic area) 
o Be thinking about invited speakers; list for 2014-2017 in Dropbox 


 
Revisions to UEC By-Laws (Eric) 


• Potential amendments- Industry member position on UEC, possibly student member too; remove certain 
restrictions such as in Article VI (“at an annual meeting”) 


 
Suggestion box (Brad) – is empty 
 
Update on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Brad) 
Formerly known as National User Facility Organization (NUFO)  


• CNMS will join SSURF; paperwork has been submitted 
• User Science Exhibition on Capitol Hill planning is underway for the week of April 23 
• Membership meeting is scheduled for June 26-28 in D.C. 


o Brad will check on CNMS representatives for both meetings 
• Molly Kennedy will be on the Board of Directors; Brad Lokitz will be on the Operations Committee 


 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:20p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: February 8, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, February 8, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (Georgia Tech) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-17, 2018 (Eric) 
Save the date and plan on attending! Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 


• Subcommittee Update: Eric, Lane, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael 
o Plenary Speakers:  replies pending - if response not received will move to next choice by Monday 
o Invited Speakers: 2 currently confirmed  
 List of speakers and status to be posted in dropbox folder – Eric 


o Poll CNMS staff for speaker recommendations (Soft Matter and Theory/Scanning Probe) – Brad 
 
User Satisfaction Survey (Eric)  


• Status of 2017 User Survey: draft will be finalized and sent to CNMS management - Eric 
 
Update on proposal submission portal – nothing new (Brad)  
 
Suggestion box – is empty (Brad) 
 
Update on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Brad) 


• There were two projects submitted by CNMS for the User Science Exhibit on Capitol Hill the week of 
April 23; one in-house science and one user project; should receive decision on selections by mid-
February 


 
Pending item(s): 
 
Revisions to UEC By-Laws (Eric) 


• Potential amendments- Industry member position on UEC, possibly student member too; remove certain 
restrictions such as in Article VI (“at an annual meeting”) 


 
 
 
Adjourned 12:20p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: March 8, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, March 8, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (Georgia Tech) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-15, 2018 (Eric) 
Save the date and plan on attending! Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
Subcommittee Update: Eric, Lane, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael 


• Plenary and Invited speakers have all accepted (see Dropbox for update).  Descriptions of the sessions 
were distributed earlier.  Relay any changes of the session descriptions to Eric by March 14  


 
Revisions to UEC By-Laws (Eric)  


• Proposed changes will be posted to Dropbox for review - discussion to continue at next meeting 
 
User Stats (Brad)  


• Our Triennial Review is scheduled for May 2019.  In preparation, we will have our Advisory Committee 
on-site in April.  Request for volunteers to form UEC outreach subcommittee and meet with Brad and 
Hans to identify best approaches to increase the number of users from outside the state of Tennessee 
(discussions via email and BlueJeans) 


o Recent actions: Held non-local workshops; NSRC booth at APS meeting 
• New slide template promoting CNMS distributed to staff for use at conferences 


 
Suggestion box – is empty (Brad) 


Links for the Suggestion Box and Thank a CNMS Staff Member have been added to the front page/sidebar 
of the CNMS website and to the dropdown from Contact Us tab to make them more visible 


 
Update on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Brad) 


• The User Science Exhibit on Capitol Hill is on Thursday, April 26.  The morning will consist of 
Congressional visits  


• The SSURF selection committee accepted the exhibit proposal from Thomas Attard (U. Alabama, 
Birmingham)   


 
Other business – None 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:40p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: April 12, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, May 10, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-15, 2018 (Eric) 
Save the date and plan on attending! Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
Subcommittee Update: Eric, Lane, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael 


• Meeting announcement was distributed May 8 
• Be sure to register at https://cnmsusermeeting.ornl.gov/  and plan to attend the poster session on Mon, 


Aug 13 and the user meeting on Aug 14 
• Abstract submission open; deadline is June 13 


Sandy will contact UEC to make travel arrangements 
 
Scientific Advisory Committee (Brad) 


• Meeting was held April 30-May 1 in preparation for 2019 DOE Triennial Review 
 
Report on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Brad) 


• The User Science Exhibit on Capitol Hill was on Wednesday, April 25.  Thomas Attard (U. Alabama, 
Birmingham) attended and represented CNMS at the exhibit.  Brad also attended. 


• The morning consisted of Congressional visits; there were 30-40 participants from user facilities; the 
exhibits were well attended; staff were positive about the science and seemed to enjoy the interaction at 
the exhibits 


 
Suggestion box – is empty (Brad) 


Links for the Suggestion Box and Thank a CNMS Staff Member have been added to the front page/sidebar 
of the CNMS website and to the dropdown from Contact Us tab to make them more visible 


 
Other business – None 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:20p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: June 14, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 



https://cnmsusermeeting.ornl.gov/






CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, June 14, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Scientific Advisory Committee (Hans) 
Meeting was held April 30-May 1 in preparation for 2019 DOE Triennial Review 


• The meeting went well, we received very good feedback.  The Advisory Committee is committed to work 
with us as we prepare for the review 


• The written feedback highlighted areas that could be misunderstood.  This will be very important to keep 
in mind as we prepare the documents and presentations 


• CNMS is well ahead in planning for the review 
 
CNMS News (Hans)  


• I will assume the position of Director of the Neutron Scattering Division in September.  Details of my 
succession are still being worked out (announcement distributed to AC and UEC on June 11) 
 


2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-15, 2018 (Eric) 
Save the date and plan on attending! Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
Subcommittee Update: Eric, Lane, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael 


• Be sure to register at https://cnmsusermeeting.ornl.gov/  and plan to attend the poster session on Mon, 
Aug 13 and the user meeting on Aug 14 


• Abstract submission deadline was June 13; we received 56 abstracts 
o Sandy will post the spreadsheet and abstract files to dropbox 


 
Report on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Brad) 


• The SSURF annual meeting is June 26-27 in DC; no one from CNMS is planning to attend 
 
Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – 1 entry from May (Brad) 
 
Update on 2018B Proposal Cycle 


• Selection meeting is scheduled for June 15; we received 191 proposals, some reviews still pending 
 
Other business - Brad 


• We have the go ahead to proceed with the on-line proposal portal!  Sandy and I will meet with the 
developer and discuss the timeline and requirements next week.  The plan is to hopefully start this fiscal 
year and finish by the next. 


 
 
Adjourned 12:40p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: July 12, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 



https://cnmsusermeeting.ornl.gov/






CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, July 12, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (U. California, Berkeley); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. 
Maryland); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman 
(Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: August 13-15, 2018 (Eric) 
Save the date and plan on attending! Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
Subcommittee Update: Eric, Lane, Adam, Ben, Matt, Zach, Rafael 


• Agenda and Abstract Booklet is now online 
• Brad will inform organizers of workshops they should send a reminder with an agenda to those who 


registered  
• Quantum Information Science at the NSRCs – could this topic be mentioned during the user meeting? – 


Brad will check 
 


Request for 2019 UEC Nominations was distributed to the User Group members July 12  
• Need minimum of 1 nominee for Vice Chair plus 4 additional At-Large seats 
• Brad will distribute the proposed amendments to the Charter for review 


 
Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – 9 entries from May-June (Brad) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:15p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: August 9, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 



https://cnmsusermeeting.ornl.gov/files/2018/07/AbstractBook_CNMS2018.pdf






CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, September 20, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); 
Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting: Wrap-Up (Eric) 


• Question during the user meeting: 
o Hourly car rental program possibilities for users while they are on-site like ZipCar (on and off 


campus use):  Brad will check 
2019 CNMS User Meeting – Set Date 


• Sandy has a hold on conference rooms for weeks of July 29, August 5 and August 12 (all at SNS/CNMS) 
o Check for possible overlap with SNS-Neutron Scattering School – Sandy 
 Maybe someone from CNMS can provide a talk during the school and invite the students to 


stayover and attend workshop(s) to learn how nanoscience can contribute in their research 
o Tentative dates: August 12-16, 2019  
o Specific days will be determined later (1-2 days for workshops + 1 day for meeting) 


• Let Eric/Rafael know of any conflicts for that week ASAP 
2019 Election update – tentative schedule (Sandy) 


MON 9/24 – deadline to receive candidate statements 
TUE 10/2 – online ballot opens (SurveyMonkey) 
MON 10/29 – deadline for voting; ballot will remain live until first thing TUE morning 10/30 
WED 10/31 – ballots distributed to UEC Secretary and Chair for certification 
THU 11/15 [UEC teleconference] – share results, break ties if needed 
FRI 11/16 – inform candidates of results 
MON 11/19 – inform User Group of results 


 
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) – Formerly known as National User Facility 
Organization (NUFO) – nothing new 
 
Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – 26 entries from Aug-Sept; User Satisfaction Survey is 
currently underway (Sandy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:15p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: October 18, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, November 15, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); 
Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Bobby Sumpter 
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Election wrap-up (Eric)  


• Voting is complete and notifications have gone out; new members will be invited to the next meeting 
Sandy to add 2019 members-elect to BlueJeans invitation 


User Satisfaction Survey (Eric) – Subcommittee is Zach, Ben, and Eric 
• Subcommittee will review/summarize survey and make recommendations for CNMS management 
• Goal is to have a draft for the UEC to review by the next meeting 


Sean Hearne has been named CNMS Division Director effective January 22 
• Currently at Sandia National Laboratories, Sean has led Sandia's component of the Center for Integrated 


Nanotechnologies as CINT co-director and has been the senior manager of the Ion Beam Facility since 
2016 


2019 CNMS User Meeting – Tentative dates:  August 12-16, 2019 
• Specific days will be determined later (1-2 days for workshops + 1 day for meeting) 
• Neutron School is scheduled for June 16-19 


o Brad will ask if someone from CNMS can provide a talk during the school and invite the students to 
the user meeting and workshop(s) to learn how nanoscience can contribute in their research 


o Suggested topics could include computational resources and selective deuteration of polymers 
• Southeastern Polymer Forum will be sponsored by ORNL in June (likely before the Neutron School; 


possibly will overlap) 
o Brad will confirm as dates are finalized 


• Southeast Ultrafast Conference is usually held in August; ORNL may host for 2019  
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) – Formerly known as National User Facility 
Organization (NUFO) 


• Adam Rondinone (CNMS) has been selected to serve as Chair 
• Brad will ask Adam to join the January meeting to discuss how CNMS/UEC can help 


 
Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – is empty 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:18p Eastern Time 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: December 20, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, December 20, 2018 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Vice-Chair – Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary – Zach Hood (MIT) 
At-Large Members: 


Joshua Agar (Lehigh U.); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); 
Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.) 


2019 Members: Shengxi Huang (Penn State), Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin), Josh Kacher (Georgia Tech) and 
Petro Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL) 


 
Past Chair, ex officio member – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
CNMS (non-members) –Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Bobby Sumpter 
Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 


 
Welcome to new members! (brief introductions)  


Vice Chair: Matt McDowell (Georgia Tech.) 
Members At-Large: Shengxi Huang (Penn State), Saban Hus (U. Texas, Austin), Josh Kacher (Georgia Tech) 
and Petro Maksymovych (CNMS, ORNL) 
 


User Satisfaction Survey Report (Eric) – Subcommittee is Zach, Ben, and Eric 
• Draft report distributed earlier; provide comments to Eric before next meeting to finalize the report 


 
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) 


• Adam Rondinone (CNMS) has been selected to serve as Chairman and may join the January meeting to 
discuss what’s new for the organization 
 


Update Proposal Call 2019A (Brad) 
• 180 proposals were received; 144 were approved (80%) including 8 converted to Director’s Discretionary 


(small requests for routine characterization instruments that are not oversubscribed) 
 


Suggestion box – is empty; Thank a Staff Member – is empty 
 
Topics to continue in January 


• User Charter (Rights and Responsibilities of CNMS Users) 
• Executive Proposal Review Committee will be created based on members within the Proposal Review 


Committee 
• On-line Proposal System is progressing  


 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:24p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: January 17, 2019, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 





