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CNMS UEC Agenda – Wednesday, January 11, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben 
Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Evgheni Strelcov 
(NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Bobby Sumpter 


 
 Welcome new members! (Lane) 


o Self-introductions by four new members for 2017 followed by returning members and CNMS participants 
 Announcement (Lane) 


o ‘Thank you!!’ to Molly for her service as 2016 Chair 
 2017 CNMS UEC:  


Lane Martin (Chair in 2017, Past Chair 2018) 
Eric Formo (Vice Chair in 2017, Chair 2018, Past Chair 2019) 
Yang Zhang (Secretary for 2016-2017) 
Molly Kennedy (Past Chair 2017) 
Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS; 2016-2017) 
Valentino Cooper (ORNL; 2017-2018) 
Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg; 2016-2017) 
Ben Lawrie (ORNL; 2017-2018) 
Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech; 2017-2018) 
Adam Moule (U. California, Davis; 2017-2018) 
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST; 2016-2017) 


 2017 Neutron and Nano User Meeting Aug. 1-2, 2017:  (Lane) 
o Save the date and plan on attending! 
o Meeting format:  We (Eric, Molly, Lane, Yang) made an agreement with SHUG/SNS for the following 


rough format based from the last joint meeting (which was attended by Molly in 2013): 
 Monday July 31, 2017 -  Workshop Day 1 


 Morning – Workshops I-III running in parallel 
 Afternoon – Workshops IV-VI running in parallel 


 Tuesday Aug. 1, 2017 – Meeting Day 1 
 Morning – Posters and ORNL + CNMS + SNS Management | DOE Reps | Science Plenary 1, 


2, 3 
 Midday – Lunch + CNMS/SNS Tour (by sign-up) 
 Afternoon – Sessions 1, 2, 3 in parallel 


 Wednesday Aug. 2, 2017 – Meeting Day 2 
 Morning – Science Plenary 4, 5, 6 
 Midday – Lunch + Electron Microscopy and HFIR tour (by sign-up) + CNMS Town Hall  
 Afternoon – Sessions 4, 5, 6 in parallel 


 Thursday Aug. 3, 2017 – Workshop Day 2 
 Morning – Workshops VII-IX running in parallel 
 Afternoon – Workshops X-XII running in parallel 


o Speakers: (list of speakers and status to be posted in dropbox folder) – Lane  
 Plenary- 6 total: 2 ‘facilities’; 2 picked by SHUG; 2 picked by CNMS 


  -Two CNMS plenaries confirmed; one pending 
 Begin tracking speaker status on Dropbox vs. minutes 


o Subcommittee team: Lane, Eric, Yang, Adam, Molly, Evgheni, Valentino 







 Next steps 
 Set-up User Meeting planning meetings (once a month) 
 Plan periodic meetings with SHUG subcommittee 
 Coordinate with SHUG to finalize invited speakers list 
 Provide feedback and help plan with SHUG on proposed joint sessions 
 Nail down the focused topics for the User Meeting 


 Update on User Survey Results (Eric, Yang) 
o Final draft accepted 
o Eric will send Tony the final report 


 Update on proposal submission portal (Tony) 
o Tony summarized the history and status of the web-portal 


 Update on proposal call (Brad) 
o 180 proposals were received; 78% were accepted 


 Suggestion Box – no new submissions (Tony) 
 LinkedIn – 80 joined during past year 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  February 9, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
User Meeting Subcommittee: January 26, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, February 9, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben 
Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Evgheni Strelcov 
(NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
Summary of outputs needed from this meeting: 
 ORNL/CNMS plenary speakers- all confirmed 
 CNMS-centric topics for 2 sessions at the user meeting 


o Set topics based on abstract submissions (subject areas will cover the 4 themes of CNMS) 
 Directed Nanoscale Transformations 
 Interface Directed Assembly 
 Electromechanical Phenomena 
 Heterogeneities in Low-D Materials 


 UEC Members and CNMS Theme Leads: provide 2 recommendations for invited speakers and indicate which 
theme area.  Would like 2-3 possible speakers for each area (deadline to Lane/Eric by Feb. 14) 


 Timing of the CNMS UEC meeting and Town Hall meeting  
 


 
 2017 Neutron and Nano User Meeting update:  (Lane, Eric, Molly) 


o Aug. 1-2; Save the date and plan on attending! 
o Meeting format – finalized as follows: 
 Monday July 31, 2017 -  Workshop Day 1 


 Morning – Workshops I-III running in parallel 
 Afternoon – Workshops IV-VI running in parallel 


 Tuesday Aug. 1, 2017 – Meeting Day 1 
 Morning 


 Posters  
 Welcome from ORNL + CNMS + SNS Management 
 Plenary Slot 1 – Science 1 (outside) 
 Plenary Slot 2 – Science 2 (outside) 
 Plenary Slot 3 – Science 3 (ORNL) 


 Midday 
 Lunch 
 CNMS/SNS Tour (by sign-up) 
 CNMS UEC Meeting 


 Afternoon – Sessions (2 invited/35m; 6 contributed/20m + break/15m) 
 Session 1 – Joint Session 


 Theme: Hard functional materials – Covering structure, phenomena, etc. in bulk, film, nano-
versions of things like ferroelectrics, thermoelectrics, superconductors, PV, batteries, etc. 
 Session 2 – CNMS-centric 


o Theme: 
o Speaker: 


 Session 3 – SNS-centric 
  







 Wednesday Aug. 2, 2017 – Meeting Day 2 
 Morning 


 Plenary Slot 4 – Science 4 (outside) 
 Plenary Slot 5 – Science 5 (outside) 
 Plenary Slot 6 – Science 6 (ORNL) 


 Midday 
 Lunch 
 Microscopy and HFIR Tour (by sign-up) 
 CNMS Town Hall 


 Afternoon – Sessions (3 invited/35m; 9 contributed/20m) 
 Session 4 – Joint Session 
 Session 5 – CNMS-centric  


o Theme: 
o Speaker: 


 Session 6 – SNS-centric 
 Thursday, Aug. 3, 2017 -  Workshop Day 2 


 Morning – Workshops VII-IX running in parallel 
 Afternoon – Workshops X-XII running in parallel 


 Speakers: (list of speakers and status to be posted in dropbox folder) – Lane  
o Plenary     6 total: 2 from ‘facilities’; 2 picked by SHUG; 2 picked by CNMS 


 Two CNMS plenaries confirmed, plus Hans for CNMS update 
 One SHUG plenary confirmed; one pending; plus Alan for SNS update 


 CNMS-centric Sessions and Speakers:  
o Based on abstract submissions. Topics will cover the 4 themes of CNMS 
o Joint Sessions with SHUG will be broad: 


 Hard functional materials – Covering structure, phenomena, etc. in bulk, film, nano-versions of 
things like ferroelectrics, thermoelectrics, superconductors, PV, batteries, etc. 


 Soft and Bio Materials Function and Dynamics – Covering things like electronic, ionic, 
dynamic, etc. effects in soft materials and interfaces 


 CNMS Themes from 2016 
o Directed Assembly of Materials/Interfaces 
o Observing and Controlling Matter at the Nanoscale 
o Electronic and Ionic Processes 


 Update on proposal submission portal – nothing new (Tony)  
 Suggestion Box – no new submissions (Tony) 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call:  March 9, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
User Meeting Subcommittee: February 23, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 


 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, March 9, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben 
Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Evgheni Strelcov 
(NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
Status and Action Items: 
 Invited Speaker for Joint Session: McDowell to follow-up on pending invite  
 CNMS-centric topics for 2 sessions at the user meeting 


o Invited Speaker status by topic area: 
 Directed Nanoscale Transformations: Cooper to follow-up on pending invite 
 Interface Directed Assembly: confirmed 
 Electromechanical Phenomena: confirmed 
 Heterogeneities in Low-D Materials: confirmed 


 Workshops:  
o Tony: Inform workshop leads of approvals  
 Two computational workshops should not be scheduled on same day 
 Hands-on microscopy workshop may be too capacity-limited; explore options for additional session 


 Call for Abstracts/User Meeting webpage (distributed prior to meeting): 
o UEC - Review draft Call for Abstracts and return comments to Lane and Tony by March 16 
o Tony: get input for topic descriptions from Theme Leaders at CNMS  


 
 


 
 2017 Neutron and Nano User Meeting update:  (Lane, Eric, Molly) 


o Meeting format –full UEC voted to approve draft prepared by UEC and SHUG meeting subcommittees 
 Workshop Summary 


o Four workshop/tutorial proposals from CNMS staff. Three are for full-day and one for half day 
o UEC voted to approve all four proposals with minor recommendations as above 
o Neutron side: Expecting two full-day tutorials on neutron data analysis software that have been 


popular (wait-listed in the past) 
 2017B Proposal Call announcement went out March 8; proposal deadline May 2; project starts August 1 
 Suggestion Box – no new submissions (Tony) 
 LinkedIn – (Alex)  


o Reminder for UEC to post to the site! 
 How to reach new users? 


o Content of announcements may not be reaching certain communities that could benefit, e.g., physical 
chemists; need to develop targeted announcements, perhaps based on data mining tools 


o Distribution of announcements: tap into existing networks/consortia; announcements are currently 
routed through ORAU member institutions; what other networks exist: EPSCoR? MRSECs? 


 
Adjourned 12:50 Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  April 6, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
User Meeting Subcommittee: March 23, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 







 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, April 13, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben 
Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Evgheni Strelcov 
(NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
Status and Action Items: 
 Last invited speaker  – Molly to invite 
 Website feedback to Tony 
 Abstract review/sorting sub-committee:  Evgheni, Matt, Adam, Valentino, Molly, Ben, Lane 
 Email announcements – who is responsible? 


o CNMS – Tony/Sandy, pending tests of Registration, Abstract forms 
 Confirm plenary titles: Tony will include in speaker invite letter/email 
 Date available for testing registration/abstract webpage?  Tony will notify UEC when available for testing 
 OLCF workshop added, planning joint with Neutrons & Nano & HPC  


o Recommend avoiding overlap w/ “Materials Informatics” – Lane will fwd to SHUG 
 


 
 2017 Nanoscience and Neutron Scattering User Meeting update:  (Lane) 


o Meeting format/schedule – (approved format distributed earlier) 
o Invited speakers – review list distributed earlier; last speaker added – Molly will invite 


 Workshops (Lane, Tony) 
o Dates set for CNMS workshops, content is being added to webpages as available 


 Webpage (Lane, Tony)   
o Website is up and running – seed feedback to Tony 


 Abstraction Submission 
o Committee of  4-5 people needed – 1 for each topic (Read and sort abstracts, work with SHUG 


counterparts to make coherent schedule and meeting) 
 Evgheni, Matt, Adam, Valentino, Molly, Ben, Lane 


o Authors to indicate first and second preference of topic area 
 Abstract submission open – ~April 17 to June 7 
 Abstract sorting (poster vs. talk) – by June 14 
 Abstract selection telecon – June 19 
 Abstract notification – June 21 (hopefully)  
 Abstract book released – June 28 


 2017B Proposal Call:  announcement went out March 8; proposal deadline May 2; project starts August 1 
 Suggestion Box – no new submissions (Tony) 
 LinkedIn – (Alex)  


o Reminder for UEC to join and post to the site! 
o Proposal Call and user meeting info have been posted 


 
Adjourned  12:40p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  May 11, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
User Meeting Subcommittee, tentative pending need: April 27, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, May 11, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


 (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben Lawrie (ORNL); 
Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis); Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
Status and Action Items: 
 Last invited speaker: Requested to be added to User Meeting website 
 Abstract review/sorting sub-committee:  Evgheni, Matt, Adam, Valentino, Molly, Ben, Lane 
 Email announcement forthcoming (Tony/Sandy) 
 Confirm plenary/invited talk titles: Tony will include in formal invite letter/email 


 
 


 2017 Nanoscience and Neutron Scattering User Meeting update:  (Eric) 
o Meeting format/schedule – (as approved in April) 
o Agenda to be finalized with speaker allocations 
o Updates and questions 
 Registration and Abstract Submission opened May 3 


 Abstract submitters will be asked to create an account to track their abstracts 
 Be sure to register! 


o Abstraction Submission 
 Committee to read/sort abstracts, work with SHUG counterparts to make cohesive program:  Evgheni, 


Matt, Adam, Valentino, Molly, Ben, Lane 
 Authors to indicate first and second preference of topic area 


 Abstract submission open – May 3 to June 7 
 Abstract sorting (poster vs. talk) – by June 14; floorplan and poster space pending 
 Abstract selection telecon – June 19 
 Abstract notification – June 21 
 Abstract book released – June 28 


 2017B Proposal Call:  (Tony) 
o 230 new user proposals, a new record! 15% higher than previous record one year ago 
o 25 proposals request new instruments (AFM-TOF-SIMS, NanoIR, MALDI-TOF with Imaging) 
o 7 from industry include General Motors, Procter & Gamble, Honda, Oxford Instruments, Carl Zeiss, 


Syngenta Crop Protection 
o 56% from outside TN, including 34 proposals (15%) from outside the US 
o Decisions to be made June 23, notifications last week of June 
o UEC question: What fraction of PIs suggest reviewers? A: about half; 54% in this cycle. 
o UEC question: Do you consider their suggestions when assigning reviewers? A: yes. 


 Suggestion Box – no new submissions this month (Tony) 
 
Adjourned  12:15p Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call:  June 8, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
User Meeting Subcommittee: May 25, Thursday, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, July 13, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg); Ben 
Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis);  
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
2017 CNMS/SNS Joint User Meeting Update (Lane, Tony, Sandy, etc.) 
 UEC Travel – All arrangements have been made; all staying at ORNL Guest House 
 Reminder: Register by July 17 - https://conference.sns.gov/event/81/registration/  
 Meeting Schedule Finalized - https://conference.sns.gov/event/81/ and go to Agenda on the left-hand menu. 


o Confirmation emails to all speakers/poster presenters went out 
o Vast majority of confirmations are in, a few cancelled talks have arisen; will not be replaced, just 


schedule longer breaks 
o Abstract book not yet released; in hands of Neutron user office 
o ORNL Welcome on Aug. 1, 9:00A? Lane and Kate on deck pending ORNL administration to step in 


Update 7/14: Michelle Buchanan will present ORNL welcome. 
 Session chairs – Can I get volunteers? We have 4 CNMS-focused sessions to cover and 2 of the 4 Joint 


sessions, and the plenary to cover. 
o Plenary Aug. 1 - Lane 
o Plenary Aug. 2 – Kate (from SHUG) 
o Joint Hard Session 1 – Lane 
o Joint Hard Session 2 - Yang 
o Nanoscience 1 (Aug. 1, early) - Eric 
o Nanoscience 2 (Aug. 1, late) - Valentino 
o Nanoscience 3 (Aug. 2, early) - Ben 
o Nanoscience 4 (Aug. 2, late) – Adam 
I might have missed you or mis-assigned you. Please adjust as needed. 


 Poster Judging – Will take place during poster session on Aug. 1 
o Michelle Dolgos of SHUG has volunteered to coordinate this effort. She plans to provide input on the 


judging next week. Eric will coordinate with Michelle for CNMS UEC.  
UEC Executive Committee Meeting/Lunch – Aug. 1, 12:00-1:30P 
 Proposed agenda and activities: 


o State of the CNMS Update from Hans (proposed 30 minutes max) 
 Equipment/staffing update 
 Update on DOE Budget Atmosphere and Impact on CNMS 
 Update on CNMS stance on NUFO/SSURF 
 User Portal progress 
 Needs from UEC in coming year 


o Questions and Discussion between UEC and Hans (20 minutes) 
o UEC Self-Evaluation 
 Where have we been, where are we going 
 Major tasks/plans for remainder of 2017 and into 2018 


o Election discussion / Transition Plan 
CNMS Town-Hall Meeting– Aug. 2, 12:00-12:45P 
 We need to produce slides for this, we will adapt from Molly’s from last year. Input is welcome. 


o The slides from last year are attached. Please review the content and: 







 UEC members please provide additional suggestions for content. Beyond updates for all the sections, 
I already will plan a slide on the Electronic Portal work, potentially something on the SSURF, 


 Will need input from Tony/Sandy/Brad/etc. on hard numbers, new hardware, etc. 
Election update and procedure (Lane/Tony) 
 We have 3 at-large nominations 
 We now have 1 seconded nominee for Vice-Chair 
 Tony will send us a list of users and we should beat the bushes, talk to colleagues, etc. about increasing the 


involvement. Please think of names and people to nominate. 
 Nomination due by close of User meeting 
 Election in Oct. 2017 
Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) – Formerly known as National User Facility 
Organization (NUFO) (Lane) 
 Having a teleconference on Friday July 14, 2:00-3:00P EDT, Lane and Eric will attend. 
 Discussion of whether to have regularly-scheduled calls, introduction to SSURF, upcoming activities, etc. 
 Hans informs me that the Nanoscale Science Research Centers (NSRC) directors + George Maracas (DOE) 


are discussing SSURF and if the investment in it ($2500/year/NSRC) is worth it. They will have a call with 
SSURF after Aug. 1 and request feedback from UEC to see if CNMS should be part of it. 


Update on web-portal discussion (Tony) 
 Seems to be good progress, expect for mock-ups and cost estimate for UEC review by user meeting. 
Update on proposal calls (Brad or Tony) 
 Wrapping-up and in good shape 
 Discussion of potential changes to reviewing process – easier review, more quantitative scoring suggested. 


Will bring this up after User Meeting for further discussion and conversation. 
Suggestion box (Tony) – is empty 
 
Adjourned 12:55 Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call: August 10, 2017, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 
On-Site Meeting at ORNL, August 1, 2017, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 


 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, September 14, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg);  
Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis);  
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen, Bobby Sumpter 


 
2017 CNMS/SNS Joint User Meeting Wrap-Up (Lane + Others) 


• Feedback and inputs from members on successes, areas to work on, etc 
o Workshops could have been organized better 
 Organizers should post agendas well in advance; 
 Organizers could email participants (reminder; logistics; updates) 


o Some talks were not well attended 
 Reminders to staff 
 Reduce/combine sessions 


2018 CNMS User Meeting – Set Dates (Lane) 
• Sandy has a hold on conference rooms for weeks of August 6 and August 13 (all at SNS/CNMS) 


o Conference on Aug 9-10 that will affect microscopists 
o Tentative dates:  August 13-17, 2018 
 Eric will nail down specific days (1-2 days for workshops + 1 day for meeting) 
 Let Lane/Eric know of any conflicts for that week ASAP 


Proposal Review Criteria (Lane, Brad, Hans) 
• Tony and Brad have drafted a new form (distributed earlier). The P designation as in P1, P2, etc. refers to 


questions on the current proposal form, and the R designation is for the corresponding review question. 
The % is the weighted value for each question.  A few minor changes to the wording on of some of the 
proposal questions has also occurred, and those changes are marked by red text. 


• Sandy/Brad constructed a SurveyMonkey form (displayed during meeting).  Send any feedback to them 
to fine-tune this. 


Election update and procedure (Lane) – tentative schedule  
MON 9/25 – deadline to receive candidate statements 
TUE 10/3 – online ballot opens (SurveyMonkey) 
FRI 10/27 – deadline for voting; ballot will remain live until first thing MON morning 10/30 
MON 10/30 – ballots distributed to UEC Secretary and Chair for certification 
THU 11/2 [UEC teleconference] – share results, break ties if needed 
FRI 11/3 – inform candidates of results 
MON 11/6 – inform User Group of results 


Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF) – Formerly known as National User Facility 
Organization (NUFO) (Lane) 


Hans informs me that the Nanoscale Science Research Centers (NSRC) directors + George Maracas (DOE) are 
discussing SSURF and if the investment in it ($2500/year/NSRC) is worth it. They will have a call with 
SSURF after Aug. 1 and request feedback from UEC to see if CNMS should be part of it. (from July Minutes) 
• Update:  Call has not been scheduled yet 


Update on web-portal discussion (Brad) 
• On hold 


Suggestion box (Brad) – is empty; User Satisfaction Survey is currently underway 
 
Adjourned 12:40 Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call: October 12, 2017, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, October 12, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg);  
Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis);  
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
2018 CNMS User Meeting – August 13-17, 2018 (Lane, Eric) 


 Decided on specific days in that week (1-2 days for workshops + 1 day for meeting) 
o Workshops will be held Aug 13 and 15; User Meeting will be on Aug 14 
o Eric suggested a more open structure to the meeting with fewer sessions/tracks and more time for 


interactions with users/staff/labs, etc. 
o Comments? 


Revision of Proposal Review Criteria (Brad, Tony) 
 New reviewer form is set to go live for this call cycle, 2018A  
 The reviewer form is posted on the CNMS website under For Users  >> User Policies 
 Call for Proposal deadline is October 18, 2017 
 Other updates or suggestions? 


o Add a box for comments to CNMS Internal User Office only that will not be shared with PI;  
can include reviewer feedback on proposal process or issues with a specific proposal 


Election update and procedure (Lane)  
 Voting opened October 4 – Reminders are important as deadline gets closer! 


o FRI 10/27 – deadline for voting; ballot will remain live until first thing MON morning 10/30 
o MON 10/30 – reults will be distributed to UEC Secretary and Chair for certification 
o THU 11/2 [UEC teleconference] – share results, break ties if needed 
o FRI 11/3 – inform candidates of results 
o MON 11/6 – inform User Group of results 


2017 CNMS Division Awards (Tony)  - information files distributed earlier 
 Annual call for nominations for 2017 CNMS Division Awards has been announced  
 UEC members are eligible to nominate CNMS researchers for any of the categories 


Tony distributed several helpful resource to UEC earlier including: 
o Excel workbook listing nominations submitted via the online “Thank a Staff Member” page during 


the past 12 months (separate tab lists number of “hits” for each person named); 
o CNMS org chart to assist in identifying postdocs as well as staff members; 
o List of current user projects: https://www.ornl.gov/facility/cnms/subpage/active-user-projects;  
o Publication list: https://www.ornl.gov/facility/cnms/subpage/publication-list;  
o Collection of CNMS Research Highlights: https://www.ornl.gov/facility/cnms/subpage/research 


 Send nominations by October 29th to Lynn Smalley (or Tony can forward) 
Update on web-portal discussion (Tony) 


 On hold pending FY18 budget clarity; expect project start in FY18 but may not complete before FY19 
Transition to 2018 UEC (Lane, Eric) 


 Probably worth doing some housekeeping on what we want/need to accomplish by the end of 2017 and 
get started in 2018 
o Ideas/feedback from entire UEC welcome 


 Results of the CNMS User Satisfaction Survey will be distributed to UEC before the next meeting (Tony) 
o UEC subcommittee to summarize and develop recommendations:  Matt, Eric, Ben 
o Summary will be shared with the UEC for feedback. 
o Summary and recommendations will then go to CNMS administration for comment/action 


Suggestion box (Tony) – is empty 
Other topics 


 Suggestion: Explore opportunities to partner with SNS/HFIR to “market” CNMS capabilities to 
biomaterials community, which is seen as a growth area for neutron scattering 
o Tony to discuss with Hans and bring feedback to next meeting 


 
Adjourned 12:44 Eastern Time 
 


Next Conference Call: November 2, 2017, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, November 2, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg);  
Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis);  
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe 


 
Election wrap-up (Lane)  


 Voting is complete and notifications have gone out; new members will be invited to the next meeting 
Sandy to add 2018 members-elect to BlueJeans invitation 


 Discussion about continuing lack of Industry representation on elected UEC 
o Action item for 2018- End-to-end review of by-laws and set timeline for amendments 
 Potential amendments- Industry member position on UEC, possibly student member too; remove 


certain restrictions such as in Article VI (“at an annual meeting”) 
o Lane to invite Industry observer to participate in UEC meetings in non-voting capacity 


User Satisfaction Survey (Eric) - Matt, Ben, and Eric are subcommittee 
 Eric provided summary of document and results 
 UEC provided live feedback to Eric and committee on possible recommendations for CNMS management 
 Send any additional thoughts/comments to Eric; goal to finalize in next meeting 


Participation in Society for Science at User Research Facilities, SSURF (Tony) 
 Hans has goal to schedule telecon with NSRCs and SSURF for late November 


Update on web-portal discussion (Tony) 
 No change, still pending budget clarity for FY18 


Suggestion box (Tony) – is empty 
Proposal Call 2018A Update (Brad) 


 169 new proposals received; Feasibility review completed 11/1 
o 3 not feasible, 7 converted to Director’s Discretionary (small requests for routine characterization 


instruments that are not oversubscribed) 
 Brad is preparing to distribute 159 proposals for external peer review by Monday, 11/6 
 Changes in Proposal Review Committee: 13 have been retired since last proposal call; 


40 new reviewers have been invited – 22 have accepted, 3 declined, 15 pending response 
 
 
 
Adjourned 12:30p Eastern Time 
 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: December 14, 2017, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 








CNMS UEC Agenda – Thursday, December 14, 2017 
12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Lane Martin (U. California, Berkeley) 
Vice-Chair – Eric Formo (U. Georgia) 
Secretary – Yang Zhang (U. Illinois) 
At-Large Members: 


Alex Belianinov (ORNL/CNMS); Valentino Cooper (ORNL); Kathrin Dörr (MLU Halle-Wittenberg);  
Ben Lawrie (ORNL); Matthew McDowell (Georgia Tech); Adam Moule (U. California, Davis);  
Evgheni Strelcov (NIST) 


2018 Members: Rafael Verduzco (Rice University); Zachary Hood (Georgia Tech.); Joshua Agar (U. California, 
Berkeley); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.); Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 
 
Past Chair, ex officio member – Molly Kennedy (Clemson U.) 
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Brad Lokitz, Sandy Lowe, Hans Christen 


 
Welcome to new members! (brief introductions)  


Vice Chair: Rafael Verduzco (Rice U.) 
Secretary: Zachary Hood (Georgia Tech.) 
Members At-Large: Joshua Agar (U. Berkeley); Marina Leite (U. Maryland); Judson Ryckman (Clemson U.)  
CNMS Industrial Liaison: Vikram Bedekar (Timken Co.) 


 
Update on Society for Science at User Research Facilities (SSURF)  (Hans) 
Formerly known as National User Facility Organization (NUFO)  


• CNMS will join SSURF 
• Hans recommended a representative of the user community to be on the board and he nominated Molly  


 
Plans for 2018 (Eric and others) 


• User meeting planning – be thinking of speakers to invite 
o List of past UM speakers will be distributed 
o Recommended template for the meeting will be distributed  


• End-to-end review of by-laws and set timeline for amendments 
o Potential amendments- Industry member position on UEC, possibly student member too; remove 


certain restrictions such as in Article VI (“at an annual meeting”) 
 
Update Proposal Call 2018A (Brad) 


• 169 proposals were received; 7 converted to Director’s Discretionary (small requests for routine 
characterization instruments that are not oversubscribed); 124 were approved (73%) 


• One of the objectives of the new review system was to increase the reviewer response rate and this 
appears to have been successful.  We received 95% of the reviews. 


 
Update on web-portal discussion (Tony) 


• No change, still pending budget clarity for FY18 
 
Suggestion box (Tony) – is empty 
 
Goodbye to Tony and UEC members cycling off  (Lane) 


Tony will retire at the end of Dec. 2017 – Thank you for your service! We will miss you 
Past Chair: Molly Kennedy – Thanks, I would have been lost without you 
Secretary: Yang Zhang – Thanks for keeping us on track 
UEC At-Large Members: Alex Belianinov, Kathrin Dorr, Evgheni Strelcov – Thank you for your service 


 
 







 
Adjourned 12:50p Eastern Time 
 
 
Schedule for 2018 UEC Telecons (Jan-Aug) 
 
The winner of the poll is THU @ 12p Eastern (9a CA; 10a TX).  The meetings will be on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month as listed below.  BlueJeans meetings will be scheduled via Outlook. 
 
January 11 
February 8 
March 8 
April 12 
May 10 
June 14 
July 12 
August 9 
 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call: January 11, 2018, 12:00pm, Eastern Time 





