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This talk presents a primer on chemical and biological agent threats and simulants, and
current means for the their detection and identification.  The range of chemical and
biological agents, from the traditional nerve and blister agents, to pathogenic organisms
will be briefly described and compared in terms of their structure, toxicity, mode of
action, and use as weapons.  Current methods for detecting and identifying chemical and
biological agents will be described with advantages and drawbacks of each.
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