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President’s Vision for the Solar America Initiative
Changing the Way We Power Our Homes and Businesses

“I believe that with the proper amount of 
research, whether it be public or private, we 
will have solar roofs that will enable the 
American family to be able to generate their 
own electricity.”

- President Bush, National Renewable Energy 
Conference, St. Louis, MO, October 2006

“One day, technologies like solar panels 
and high-efficiency appliances and 
advanced insulation could even allow us to 
build ‘zero-energy homes’ that produce as 
much energy as they consume.”

- President Bush, 16th Annual Energy Efficiency 
Forum, Washington, DC, June 2005

“So tonight, I announce the Advanced Energy 
Initiative -- a 22-percent increase in clean-energy 
research -- at the Department of Energy, to push 
for breakthroughs in two vital areas. To change 
how we power our homes and offices, we will 
invest more in zero-emission coal-fired plants, 
revolutionary solar and wind technologies, and 

clean, safe nuclear energy.”
- President Bush, 

2006 State of the Union Address

The goal of the Solar America Initiative is to help make solar technologies 
cost-competitive across all U.S. markets by 2015.



Solar America Board of Codes and Standards
Winner: New Mexico State University (collaborative)

Activity Objectives:
Improve the responsiveness, effectiveness, and 
accessibility of codes and standards in all markets (federal, 
state, local, utility).  
Codes and standards are the backbone of the success of 
SAI.  Without consistent support for codes and standards 
development, solar cannot be deployed on a large-scale.



New Mexico State University
Solar America Board of Codes and Standards

Sherwood Associates

Building and 
Electrical Codes

Article 690 Guidance

Product Safety
Reconcile UL1703/IEC61730, 

UL 1741/IEC32109

National  Standards 
Coordination

Revise IEEE 1547

Interconnection, 
Net Metering

Create Model Local Codes

International Standards 
Coordination

Monitor International Codes 
and Standards; 

Centralize U.S. participation

www.solarABCs.org



State Technical Outreach
Winners: 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
Clean Energy Group
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

Activity Objectives:
Build relationships with State decision-makers responsible for 
enacting policies, programs, and plans that are key drivers for 
solar technology market transformation.
Provide state policymakers with best practice and current data 
about solar technology, so they can make informed solar policy 
decisions.



National Conference of State Legislatures
Clean Energy Group 
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners 
State Technical Outreach

Public Utility Commissioners
State Public 

Benefit FundsState Legislatures

www.irecusa.org

These organizations can provide an important, state-level 
perspective on your city’s issues, and may help to 

resolve some of them.



Utility Technical Outreach
Winner: Solar Electric Power Association

Activity Objectives:
Deliver key technical and informational assistance to 
utilities to promote their acceptance and use of solar.



Solar Electric Power Association (SEPA)
Utility Technical Outreach

Provide current information 
on solar technologies

Develop new business 
cases for solar 

Disseminate innovative solar 
program design information 

to utilities

SEPA will assist their 175 member 
organizations and non-member utilities in the following ways:

www.SolarElectricPower.org



Solar America Showcases
Activity Objective: Promote large-scale, high-impact solar 

installation projects via technical assistance

Eligible Applicants: Businesses, developers, cities, states and 
other organizations (not federal agencies)

Desirable Projects: 
100 kW+ minimum project size (required)
Use novel technology
Use novel technology application
Replicable 

Forest City Military 
Communities, Hawaii

Orange County Convention 
Center, Florida

City of San Jose, 
California

Selected 2007 Showcases include:



Solar America Cities

Activity Objective:
Partner with cities of 100,000 or more committed to

achieving a sustainable solar infrastructure
through a comprehensive, city-wide approach
that facilitates mainstream adoption of solar
and serves as a model for other cities to follow.

Project Overview:
Cities receive a combined $2.6M in financial assistance
plus approximately $3.25M in technical assistance.
Cities must match the financial assistance amount only.



Solar America Cities

Why Solar America Cities?
By targeting the electric load use centers in the U.S., we 
hope to maximize the impact of solar technology when it 
penetrates these huge markets.  This brings us closer to 
our SAI goal of cost-competitiveness by 2015.

Why Tiger Teams?
Tiger Teams can augment the financial assistance 
received by a city by providing expert guidance, accurate 
information, and a breadth of solar perspective.  This 
helps ensure that the city heads toward solar 
sustainability, instead of one-off projects.



FY 2007 Solar America Cities

Eight are among the largest 50 cities in the U.S. 
Solar America Cities are located in 11 states.

Ann Arbor, MI
Austin, TX
Berkeley, CA
Boston, MA
Madison, WI
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY

Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Salt Lake City, UT
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Tucson, AZ

The 13 Solar America Cities selected in 2007 are:





Areas of Potential Technical Assistance (1)
Solar Technology Assistance:
• Technology Selection:  Determine appropriate technology solutions for desired 

applications. 
• User Training:  Ensure appropriate user training for long-term project sustainability.
• Monitoring:  Conduct performance monitoring of installed PV systems, through the 

installation of data acquisition systems, field testing, and remote monitoring.

City/Municipal Planning:
• City Planning:  Help incorporate solar into municipal-scale energy, emergency 

preparedness and environmental plans.  
• Regulatory Support:  Provide expertise in regulatory issues associated with solar 

energy systems projects (e.g., zoning, permitting).
• Policy Making Assistance:  Contribute “best practices” and technical data to assist 

cities in making policy decisions. 

Market/Financial Support:
• Project Financing:  Provide analysis on solar options available and facilitate interface 

with the financial community.
• Insurance:  Provide guidance on insurance issues for solar energy systems.
• Market Analysis and Consumer Behavior:  Provide expertise in market trends and 

consumer behavior.



Areas of Potential Technical Assistance (2)

Architectural/Structural Support:
• Building Codes Review: Review city building code and suggest revisions that are 

“solar friendly.”
• Architecture: Provide architectural expertise to help ensure projects are well 

integrated into existing and new construction.
• Structural Analysis:  Provide expertise in building-mounted solar systems, where 

issues of weight, wind, and loading must be taken into account. 

Technical Project Implementation:
Preparation of bid specifications:  Help develop performance specifications for the 
procurement of residential, commercial, and industrial scale solar energy projects. 
Review of bids received.

Communications:
Outreach: Help conduct outreach activities to share “success stories” with city 
residents and others. 
Best Practices:  Help develop “best practices” models based on city’s solar 
experiences that could benefit other Cities.


