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J. Lawrence Elkin, P.E. received his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology.  Upon completion of his graduate work, he 
spent several years designing Nuclear Magnetic Resonance and Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging equipment.  For the last ten years, Mr. Elkin has performed diagnostic 
evaluations of building failures.  While his career has included a wide variety of 
experiences, his expertise is primarily in the physics of thermodynamics and fluid-
dynamics as they apply to building envelope systems.  Currently employed at Applied 
Building Sciences, Inc., Mr. Elkin utilizes the latest techniques to evaluate difficult 
moisture problems.  These techniques include computer-based numeric simulations, 
electronic data acquisition, and many other advanced field-investigation strategies.  Mr. 
Elkin’s research has resulted in wall, floor and roof designs specifically developed for use 
in hot and humid climates.  He also provides expert testimony to help resolve 
construction-related litigation.  An active member of the Building Environment and 
Thermal Envelope Council (BETEC) of the National Institute of Building Science 
(NIBS) and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE), Mr. Elkin seeks to use state-of-the-art science to understand, and 
correct, moisture-related problems in buildings. 


