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A native of Woonsocket RI, he earned a 
degree in Aeronautics with an option in 
fluid mechanics from Boston University in 
1973. 
 
Mr. Desjarlais joined the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory (ORNL) in 1991 as a mechanical engineer.  In 1998, he was 
promoted to group leader of the Building Envelopes Group.  In 2000, the group was 
increased to include the Building Materials Group and an additional staff member 
researching radon issues with buildings. In 2006, the group was grown again with the 
addition of the Building America research staff.  This staff was later spun off into a new 
group in 2008.  
 
Prior to joining ORNL, Desjarlais was Manager of Testing Services at Holometrix, Inc. 
(formerly Dynatech R/D Company).  At Holometrix, Mr. Desjarlais oversaw the technical, 
marketing, and administrative performance of a contract laboratory and analyses business 
specializing in the thermal performance of materials and systems. 
 
Desjarlais has been a Member of American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
since 1987 and serves on Committees C16 on Thermal Insulation, E06 on Building 
Systems, and D08 on Roofing.   He is the past Chairman of ASTM Committee C16.  He 
has been a member of ASHRAE since 1991, serves on Technical Committees TC 4.4 on 
Thermal Insulation and Building Systems, TC 1.8 on Mechanical Insulation Systems, and 
TC 1.12 on Moisture Control in Buildings, and is presently Chairman of TC 4.4 and 
Research Chairman of TC 1.8. 
 
Since 1992, Desjarlais has been a member and Past Director of the Single Ply Roofing 
Institute (SPRI) Technical Committee and Board of Directors.  He also has served as a 
Member and Director of the Roofing Industry Committee on Weather Issues (RICOWI) 
since 1993.  Desjarlais is the ORNL representative and former Chairman of the Federal 
Roofing Committee and past Member of the National Fenestration Rating Council (NFRC). 


