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Goal Statement

The objective is to create tabulations and 

graphics from existing biomass data 

sources to produce a comprehensive 

compilation of data and information 

that supports anyone with an interest 

or stake in the biomass industry.
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Project Overview

 Biomass area was growing quickly

 Need for data and information on the industry

 No centralized location for biomass data

 EERE had four other Data Books:
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Project Overview - 2

 Researched, compiled, and posted the first 
Biomass Energy Data Book website in 2006.
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Project Overview - 3

 Replaced the first edition content on the 
website in 2009.
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Project Overview - 4

 Replaced the second edition content on the 
website in 2010.



7 Managed by UT-Battelle
for the Department of Energy

Project Overview - 5

 For this Fiscal Year and beyond:

– Continue compiling and creating biomass energy data 
tabulations and graphs

– Expand content as the biomass industry grows and 
changes

– Update content several times a year

– Make the data available in the Knowledge Discovery 
Framework (KDF)

https://bioenergykdf.net/
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Approach

 Sections of the book include: 
CONTENTS

Introduction to Biomass   6 tables; 4 figures; 2 text pages

Biofuels

Overview 1 table, 1 figure, 1 text page

Ethanol 13 tables, 6 figures, 1 text page

Biodiesel 4 tables, 4 figures, 1 text page

Bio-oil 4 tables, 1 figure, 1 text page

Taxes and Incentives 2 tables

Biopower 18 tables, 6 figures, 2 text pages

Biorefineries 6 tables, 1 figure, 1 text page

Feedstocks

Primary Biomass Feedstocks 33 tables, 16 figures, 1 text page

Secondary Biomass Feedstocks 3 tables, 3 figures, 1 text page

Tertiary Biomass Feedstocks 1 table, 1 figure, 1 text page

Conversions 24 tables

Feedstock Characteristics 1 table, 1 text page

Sustainability 1 text page

Glossary About 275 terms defined

Currently: 

Tables 116

Figures 43

Text 

pages
14

Glossary 

terms
275
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Approach - 2

 Serve data in Excel and pdf formats
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Approach - 3

 Data mined from available sources

 =
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Approach - 4

 Data pulled from 
large databases
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Approach - 5

 Data compiled 
from a myriad of 
sources

 Have active links 
to help user

 Many footnotes 
help further 
understanding of 
the data
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Approach - 6

 Text boxes on 
many pages add 
value 

 Tables pulled 
from long 
documents are 
easier to locate

 User can jump to 
source document 
easily
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Approach - 7

 Include 
explanations 
to inform the 
general 
public
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Approach - 8

 Very proud of our conversion tables
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Approach - 9              Example:
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Approach - 10

 Combine two 
sources on a 
page to give a 
more complete 
picture 

 Additional text 
explanation alerts 
reader to 
important points
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Approach - 11

 The Glossary is helpful
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Approach - 12

 Users help us improve

From Edition 1

Improved in Edition 3 

thanks to a user’s comment
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Technical Accomplishments

Website launch: 

October 2006
Website update: 

December 2009

Website update: 

December 2010
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Technical Accomplishments - 2
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Relevance

 Supports stakeholder and policy analysis

 Informs the general public

 Provides accurate, consistent data and 
information

 Uses a wide variety of sources, including 
data and analysis generated by the Biomass 
Program

“To fully understand the biomass-to-bioenergy supply chain and its economic, 

environmental, and other impacts requires complete and comparable data.” 

– Biomass Multi-Year Program Plan, November 2010, p. 2-99.
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Benefits & Expected Outcomes

 Valuable asset to feed data into the 
Knowledge Discovery Framework (KDF)

 Includes detailed data for industry analysts, 
but also includes more general information 

 Creates historical time series not always 
found in the original source 

 Leads website users to important data 
sources
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Summary

 In the next year: 

– the Biomass Energy Data Book will feed data and 
information into the KDF

– the data and information will be updated on a more 
frequent basis

– the content will be expanded as data allow

 In the last year, the 
Biomass Energy Data 
Book has been used 
by more than 5,000 
people each month


