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Notice of Intent to Develop DOE P 427X, Policy on Code of
Recoird for Nuclear Fuciiities

To establish Department of Energy (DOE) expectations lor
developing a Code of Record early in the design of new
nuclear facililies and major modifications to cxisting nuclear
facilities. The Code of Record refers to the requirements that
were in effect at the ume a facithily or 1em of cquipment was
designed and accepted by DOE, and inchudes Federal and state
laws. DOFE requirements. and specific design criteria delined
by national codes and standards.

This Policy was onginally requested by the Federal Project
Dircctors for the Salt Waste Processing Facihity (SWIPF) and
the Waste Ireatment Plant {WTDP) Projects. Thas Policy
enables projects to estabhish a change control process that helps
control project costs and reguires technical justiheation lor
substantial changes to the record. TCis an essental clement of
the Corrective Actions [or improving Project Porformance.

The Department builds 115 nuclear facilities 1o supportals
weapon production. se1enee, eneryy rescarch, and
environmental managenent nuission needs, These tacilitics arc
designed. constructed. opcerated, and maintained by DOC
contractlors, and the responsibility for stewardship throughout a
facility’s lilceyele rests with the Department. Most major DOE
Laeilitics have a design and construction lifetme that may span
morc than a decade, with contractors changing during this
bmetrame.
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The Departient must conduct 1ts major nuclear facihity
acijuisition and hifecyvele stewardship activities m a cost- ad
mission-clieetive manner that proteets the pubhe, s workors
and the enviranment. 'he Code of Record provides for the
carly extablishment and lifecyele maintenance of apphicable
facility requircments that are essential to achieving such ends.

The praposed divective does not duphcate existing laws,
reeylations, or national standards, and it does not create undue
burden on the Department.

The Code of Record and s supporting documents fonm o
single reference source for projeet design, construction,
operating, and decomnussioning requirements. The Code of
Record orgamezes these documents in a manner that supports
aceessibility, traccability, and maintainabihity ol facility
requirements. Establishing the Code of Record carly in the
design phase, and maintaining 1t under contiguration contral
for the entire facility lifecycle, will improve project costs,
schedule. and satety, meeting needs as requested by numerous
Headquarters and fickd offices, meluding the Office of
Fnvironmental Management, Office ol Management, National
Nuclear Sceurity Admimstration (NNSA), Nevada Site Office,
Y-12 Sue Office, Savannah River Site, the NNSA Service
Center, and Sandia Site Office. Also, the Code of Record will
enable the eftfective tumaver of tacility requirements for
destgn, construction, operation, and decommissiomng when the
contractar changes.

Richard H. Lagdon, Chief of Nuclear Salety, (202) S86-9471
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